Sarpsborg is an important node in the physical and economic environment, even if it’'s small by global standards. It sits along
Norway’s largest river - the Glomma - in a rich watershed. Because of this, Sarpsborg has long been a player in the international
S ARP S BO RG . market with industries in wood and hydropower. The city is also strategically located on the most direct route to Europe, connecting

it to the EU’s rail network and market.

TH E F UTU RE ! S C ITY There is a massive plan in action to upgrade to high-speed rail around Oslo and connect to Sweden. With the new rail, Sarpsborg

will only be a 50 minute ride from Oslo. This makes it an attractive orbital and thus expects to grow from 60.000 residents today to
80.000 by 2050. This massive expansion will ideally be managed by densifying the city center, adding upwards of 10.000 residents
to a space that has only 4.400 today. Urbanization begets gentrification, which is already a very real threat for the center.

KrISh n Pedersen So, the big question is how will this rail project and subsequent urban development manifest inside of Sarpsborg? While it is not
M GLA 305 yet decided, almost every new rail option will follow a similar path to what exists. But there is one outlier, a discard option that
B fundamentally changes the space of central Sarpsborg and makes use of a wasteland that currently fragments the city. The line
bisects an old industrial landfill that has been deemed too expensive and complicated to deal with. Still, it COULD be possible, and
how would this look for Sarpsborg and it’s center?
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Important corridors and sites have

been the center for investments in the
public arena, namely the town square
and pedestrian street. But the further
one ventures from these spaces, the
(generalizably) less maintained and
more vacant the buildings. This is where
the real charm of the center lies - in A vigh ek
the everyday landscape of local shops, c 3:'6';2'::,',23;@.,.@5
international restaurants, and historic | etz

buidlings.
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Urban wasteland

While remediation of an old landfill is
certainly complicated, expensive, and
potentially dangerous, I’'m surprised
that the space at the heart of my
research design is still unused. It is
literally just as close to the train station
as the town square and in any other
condition would be valuable real estate,
yet it isolates several neighborhoods
from any feeling of connectivity to the
center.

In this train line project, this space can
be an important buffer zone between
the noisy, brutal infrastructure that will
come and the city center where people
work and live.

The spectacle of the falls

It is also interesting that Sarpsborg
has such a strong history and identity
affiliated with its waterfall, but the e A o o i
visibility of it is almost non-existent in o it - e e 0w
reality. Pedestrian access is restricted " | il e 7
by the train, numerous defined road
crossings, industry, unmarked road
crossings, underpasses, and lastly,
stairs. It is a tourist attraction, at least
according to Sarpsborg’s tourism
websites, but it is very difficult to view.
It should be a celebrated feature of the
city, because its power during flood
season is spectacular, but improving

the access to it is critical to make the 8 ' = e e N it 7| ___] e
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for Sarpsborg, lobbying for the
discarded train line option because

it creates a cohesive space for the

city center’s expansion. If used as
green infrastructure, it shapes a
healthier environment for locals, easier
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PORLILATION GROWTH - 0510 AEGION & INTERCITY RETT

o R Sarpsborg is an important node in the phsycial and economic environment, even if it is small by global standards. It is located along Norway's largest river - the Glomma - and in a 1 with ample ble Sarspborg center is a fascinating city. It is @ modern industrial town, rather unusual for post-industrial Norway, and evidence of this can be seen throughout the center, Sarpsborg has changed dramatically in terms
d 1. 1. d 1. resources. Two giant i ional companies are founded on opposite sides of the river at the most water rich waterfall in Europe - the Sarpsfossen. One company, Borregeard, began &s & paper pulp supplier of densification in the past 50 years, The business district has gotten large new buildings, various apartment blocks have been and are being built, and investments in bath the private and public spaces have
p e es r’ 0 n m Ove m e n 7 0 n 0 CO n n eC ’O n but has evolved into a biorefinery that produces wood biopalymers, cellulose, and extracts that replace oil-based products. It can be found in medicines, food, construction material, batteries, fabrics, cosmetics, been made in the more prioritized spaces. The public streetscapes received a facelift related to the city's 1000th anniversary ¢ ion in 2016, especially for the Milleni Park, There is a clear emphasis on
and, packaging, and countless ubiguitous goods. The second company, formerly Hafslund Energy but newly merged to make Elvia, supplies hydroelectric power to over a third of Norway's population and exports beautification of the padestrian street connected to the town sguare.

electricity abroad for an annual turnover of 7.5 billion kroner.
b’ But there is an obvious gradient in quality of buildings and space the further one moves from this business district. This is where the identity of Sarpsborg is most clearly felt - the normal guy’s (or gal's) city. There is
These industries have long been present on the global market, and Sarpsborg is situated at a convenient point to capitalize upon this. The most direct road and rail transport routes to the EU pass through a smattering of newer, affordable apartment blocks and many charming historical buildings, even If they are not in the most pristine condition. A diverse array of international restaurants and shops line the streets

between isolated neighborhoods

. . Sarpsborg, and it is just over an hour's drive to reach Oslo and its ports. As such, Sarpsborg is a part of the greater Oslo region both in terms of goods as well as people. A massive project in is the works that and there are few big-business options available. These small businesses have been hard-hit recently. so there are many vacant storefronts in the opposite side of the grid from the town square, The population the
fh 1. b 1, 1. d 1. 1.’,., b connects 1,3 million people in the Oslo region, including Sarpsborg, to high-speed rail and to the EU's completed high-speed rail network by 2030. In part due to this rail project, Sarpsborg predicts to grow from lives in the center is statistically the most diverse and least wealthy demographic In Sarpsborg, and they stand a real threat of being outpriced from their homes if the city grows, densifies with new and gentrifies,
0 Ca n e ’ n eg ra e ’ n O e U r 0 n 60.000 residents today to 80,000 by 2050, a substantial increase to the fifth largest urban area in Norway. In this way, Sarpsborg follows global urbanization trends as it grows from both national and international
immigration. Currently, the city has massive barriers for adequately growing and densifying its city center and does not have a pedestrian-friendly network. Sarpsborg will change, but the question is if it can The city center is very restricted by the river and train barriers, and this is especially notable near the waterfall. There are limited amounts of tional spaces ilable to resi and more importantly, limited

preserve its unigue industrial history that is etched throughout the center. To address these issues, | recommend using a discarded rail line option (green line) that crosses through an old landfill in the next to the connectivity between the urban fabric and these green spaces. One large park to the south of the grid - Kuldsparken - is cherished and heavily used by the present population of 4400, Apart from this, Millenium
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In the space between the old and | @
new rail lines, | propose a new park &
linking culturally significant nodes. This !
corridor is the main detail providing
connectivitiy to the center. But also, the
structure of the grid itself should be
reconsidered. Today’s narrow sidewalk
strips will be woefully inadequate with
a growing population, and Sarpsborg
can look for inspiration from other cities | =
in the concept of shared space to make S e
the most out of its finite streetscapes. e e
This, along with added green elements
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it into more of a park, will contribute SARPSBORG SARPSBORG
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BOTTLENECH BRIDGE FOR RAIL AND TRAFFIC

Today's infrastructure is inadequate, and
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to making the entirety of the city
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center more liveable. And by pushing KRISTIN PEDERSEN ~ STIN PEDER
Bane Nor, the company in charge of the rail project, has discarded the Over Holmen (green) line option because it is too complicated

the densification pressure to spaces

. . . . . and expensive to build. The landfill would need to be relocated, which is logistically demanding, dangerous, and time-consuming. One
timate stated that it Id take fi I to haul th terial. Still, the idea i interesting t in that it build:

just outside of the grid, it will help to e e T S o e e iy

center and presents an opportunity of a serious overhall of the existing shape of area. This can be strengthened by making a green
corridor where rail road tracks currently exist, running east to west, and replacing the entirety of the landfill with a park that limitis the

p rese rve fh e p eop Ie G n d h isto riC Ch 0 rm size of the industry barrier on the northern side of the rail line.

Using this space well is extremely important to Sarpsborg’s unique industrial identity as the city expands. It can holistically alter the
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functionality of Sarpsborg's center, taking advantage of what exists and improving it for the public realm. This plan also gives better

O f Sa rpsb O rg Ce n fe r access to the Glomma River and Sarpsfossen for the general public by making more pedestrian friendly infrastructure crossing the
. river.
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