GLA students conducted research-by-design work on potential futures of the
Moria Camp on Lesvos island — while it was not yet too late …
For the studio project ‘NYMORIA — The Moria Camp Project’, we chose migration as a guiding
subject, the Greek island of Lesvos as the location for analytical fieldwork, and a processing
centre for asylum seekers and other migrants in Moria as study and design case. The Moria
camp, constituted by disused military barracks transformed into one of the variously-named
reception and identification centres in Southern Europe. Thousands of people lived in makeshift
tents of plastic sheeting in an olive grove dubbed ‘the jungle’, beyond the official camp area.
Recently, the camp burnt down, and more than 12000 people were without a roof. In our
professional role as spatial designers and landscape architects, on no account coming as aid
workers, we approached the intricate situation in Moria by bringing the raw figures to our mind. In
January 2020, when we travelled to Lesvos, an estimated 19,000 people were insufficiently
sheltered while the existent facilities had been laid out for 3,000 people only.
Our initial assignment had been the elementary but complex meddling with the collective design
of an adequate reception and identification centre structure, inclusive effectual facilities for
everyone in the centre (camp), to make humane living conditions possible. When we began to
understand that a camp structure does not offer any kind of sustainable future for the people, we
began to think about an urban settlement for 30,000 migrants, that gradually becomes a city for
30,000 new Europeans. As a start, we focused on what humanitarian organizations consider to be
core relief items, for people in need of immediate accommodation — and how these items can be
arranged spatially within the local landscape. In the next step, students worked with a broad
range of themes related to the question of what happens and what would be needed when a
camp develops into a city. This implies, for example, the spatial arrangement of growing urban
structures, affected landscape elements that should be considered in such a process, as well as
the transformation of temporary dwellings into permanent structures.
Course details:
NYMORIA — The Moria Camp Project, conducted in the frame of the course ‘Analysis and design of contested landscapes’ (2020)
Students: Ørjan Eggebø, Taale Kjøs, Tone Aamdal Rislaa, Ragnhild Hagen Strand, Mikael Oscar Loum, Cecilie Agerup, Sapir
Margaret Aziel, Christian Dierk, Martin Lucas Sortland Eick, Hanna Sofie Schou Grytli, Magnus Horgen Rekkedal, Philip Arthur
Nessa Sæther, Eirin Tørmoen
Tutors: Jörg Rekittke and Kerstin Potthoff
Master of Landscape Architecture for Global Sustainability Programme, School of Landscape Architecture, Faculty of Landscape
and Society, Norwegian University of Life Sciences — NMBU
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MORIA
MORIA REFUGEE
REFUGEE CAMP,
CAMP, Lesvos, Greece

NMBU students and tutors in the field (2020)

Moria Camp: Planned for 3000 people. In February 2020 inhabited by 21000 !
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