Healthy Schools – a mediator to improve community health
Reducing dengue and diarrheal diseases in Colombia
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Introduction

Diarrheal disease and dengue fever
are major global health problems
resulting in millions of deaths every
year and billions of people are at
risk. Both diseases are prevalent in
Latin America with high infection
rates.
Storing water is essential where
provision
of
clean
water
is
inadequate. Fecal contamination of
stored water is a common source of
diarrheal illness. Stored water is also
a breeding site for dengue vector
mosquitoes. Management of stored
water can thus be considered as a
determinant
of
both
diarrheal
diseases and dengue.
School children are particularly
vulnerable to these diseases. But
they can also serve as mediators of
health messages and for dengue and
diarrheal control in households and
communities.

HEALTHPLATFORM

This 3-year initiative (2010-2013),
funded by the Research Council of
Norway, aims to develop a scientific
and educational collaborative platform
(HEALTHPLATFORM) between Norway
and South America to promote
innovative scientific research, capacity
building, and student exchange on
water,
environment,
sanitation,
disease epidemiology, and health.
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Expected outcomes

Sustained improvement of health and
welfare of Colombian school children
and
their
households
and
communities.
Project Objectives

Investigate the impact of schoolbased control interventions on
dengue mosquito vector populations,
drinking
water
quality,
and
prevalence of dengue and diarrheal
diseases in school children and their
communities.
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Integrated water management and
dengue vector control interventions
in rural primary schools in Colombia:
• Filters for clean drinking water,
• Improved sanitary and hygiene
facilities
• Insecticide-treated curtains
• Container and rubbish cleanup
campaigns
• Education on hand washing and
mosquito breeding prevention.

Solid waste management

Improved sanitary facilities

IMPROVED
SANITATION

EDUCATION
Student
development

INTERVENTIONS
Outcomes
Pupils showing their school vegetable garden

Vector breeding control

Water filters

