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Courting Catastrophe: Humanitarian Policy and Practice in a 
Changing Climate (2011-2016)

• A Noragric led collaborative project between international 
practitioner and research institutions

• Collaborating institutions include the Comsats Institute of Information 
Technology, the Norwegian Red Cross, the Red Cross Climate Centre 
(the Netherlands), Mekelle University (Ethiopia), the Development 
Fund, and IDS (Institute for Development Studies in Brighton) 

• Funded by the Research Council of Norway, NORGLOBAL-HUMPOL 
programme



Climate change intersects with humanitarian crises and 
how they are handled in four main ways:

• First, many disasters are 
climate-related



• Second, climate change 
may contribute to 
social changes such as 
poverty patterns that 
influence the nature of 
humanitarian crises; 



• Third, how a non-climatic 
disaster is handled is critical for 
how vulnerable a community 
may be to future climate events; 
and 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-
36102058



• Fourth, humanitarian actions 
influence any move towards 
climate resilient development 
pathways.



From incremental to transformative adaptation

• Incremental adaptation Adaptation actions where the central aim is to maintain 
the essence and integrity of a system or process at a given scale.

• Transformational adaptation Adaptation that changes the fundamental 
attributes of a system in response to climate and its effects

• Transformation: A change in the fundamental attributes of natural and human 
systems. 

• Climate resilient development pathways: Development trajectories that 
combine adaptation and mitigation to realize the goal of sustainable 
development.

Sustainable development is interpreted as delivering improved human well-being 
while sustaining environmental services. It also stresses equitable economic 
development.

(IPCC WGII glossary 2014, IPCC WGII, ch 20, p. 1104)



Identifying opportunities for transformation

• Changes in practices, in 
decisionmaking structures, and 
in values, worldviews and 
problem understandings must 
take place at the same time 



The need to rethink climate change adaptation in 
humanitarian aid

• Transformation of our own
organisations as much as 
transforming the practices of
‘vulnerable populations’

• Making space for multiple 
vulnerability knowledges

• A need to go beyond thinking about 
a particular practical action – to 
thinking about the process behind 
that particular action


